
 

ILLUSTRATION ON GREED 

  
  

 

A beggar once lived in a country. This beggar was always saying that if only he had sufficient food daily he 
would not be worried about anything nor would he desire more. He would be satisfied with the little he had. 

One day, he saw a man passing by and he asked for alms from the man. The man obliged, opened his 
bag and brought some quantity of gold and put into the beggars bag. But as he walked away, the beggar 
beckoned on him again and demanded for more. The man came and put into the beggar’s bag more 
quantity of gold and walked away. The beggar beckoned on the man the third time and demanded for 
more gold. This time the man told the beggar that if he should put more gold into his bag, the old bag 
would get torn and the gold already in the bag would fall out, and the law was that if the gold should touch 
the ground it would vanish. 

He insistently pleaded that the bag would not get torn, that the man, should add more gold to the quantity 
he already had. So the man added some more quantity of gold to the beggar and the gold was heavier 
than the bag could carry. When the beggar attempted to lift the bag, it got torn, and the gold fell on the 
ground and consequently disappeared. 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES:   

“Let your conduct be without covetousness and be content with such things as you have for he hath said, I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5) 

  

 

      

 


